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TAFT-OILLSTTE  RESOLUTION  ON  FEEDING  EUROPE  REPORTED  FA70RAPT.Y 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  unanimously  reported  out  the  Taft- 
Gillette  Bill  (Senate  Resolution  1(X))  on  December  20,  and  recommended  that 
the  resolution  be  passed.  The  report  said  in  part: 

"All  the  witnesses  urged  passage  of  the  bill  as  an  aid  to  the  conquered 
peoples  of  Europe,  Althou^  questions  were  raised  about  various  trans¬ 
portation  problems,  the  subcommittee  was  assured  by  witnesses  that  food 
and  ships  of  neutral  countries  were  available  without  expense  to  this 
Government  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  bill. 

"The  achievement  of  the  objective  is  not  to  be  expected  without  certain 
hazards  but  the  chances  for  success  are  such  that  the  committee  recom¬ 
mend  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  delivery 
and  use  of  the  goods  did  not  appear  to  be  .insurmountable  ones  and  the 
committee  felt  that  some  good  results  may  be  accomplished  in  this  ef¬ 
fort.  This  relief  would  benefit  thousands  of  children  and  other  under¬ 
nourished  persons  who  have  experienced  the  horrors  of  war," 

The  bill  now  goes  on  the  Senate  calendar  for  action  soon  after  Congress  re¬ 
convenes  ,  January  10.  While  the  prospects  for  its  passage  are  considered 
favorable,  nothing  is  inevitable  in  legislation,  and  not  only  Senators,  but 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  should  be  kept  aware  of  the  wide¬ 
spread  interest  in  relief  for  the  starving  of  Europe,  and  for  rescue  of  Jews 
from  Europe. 

COmaSSION  TO  SAVE  JEWS  OF  EUROPE  APPROVED  BT  C0M>.UTTEE 

Senate  Resolution  203  also  reported  out  favorably  by  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  on  December  20  and  now  goes  to  the  Senate  for  consider¬ 
ation.  The  report  from  the  committee  declared: 

0 

"Already  more  than  2,000,000  Jews  have  been  massacred  by  the  roost  in¬ 
humane  and  diabolical  cruelties  that  could  be  devised.  There  are  nro- 
bably  4,000,000  left  in  Europe.  They  are  destitute,  homeless,  and  are 
being  purposely  and  systematically  killed  throu^  starvation.  ...  It  is 
not  a  Jewish  problem  alone.  It  is  a  Christian  problem  and  a  problem 
for  enli^tened  civilization. 

"Recent  permitted  emigration  of  6,000  Jews  from  Denmark  to  Sweden  en¬ 
courages  the  hope  that  much  can  be  done  and  hundreds  of  thousands  saved 
if  a  commission  is  immediately  set  up  to  plan,  formulate,  and  through 
national  and  international  agencies,  effectuate  action  to  save  these 
people.  We  have  talked;  we  have  sympathized;  we  have  expressed  our 
horror;  the  time  to  act  is  long  past  due." 
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This  bill  was  sponsored  by  Senators  Gillette  of  Iowa,  Taft  of  Ohio,  Thomas  of 
Utah,  Radcliffe  of  Maryland,  Murray  of  Montana,  Johnson  of  Colorado,  Guffey 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ferguson  of  Michigan,  Clark  of  Missouri,  Van  Nuys  of  Indiana, 
Downey  of  California,  and  Ellender  of  Louisiana.  This  resolution  reads  in 
pcurt : 

“Whereas  the  American  tradition  of  justice  and  humanity  dictates  that 
all  possible  means  be  employed  to  save  from  this  fate  the  surviving 
Jews  of  Furope,  some  four  million  souls  who  have  been  rendered  homeless 
and  destitute  by  the  Nazis:  Therefore  be  it 

“RESOLVSD,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  recommends  and  urges 
the  creation  by  the  President  of  a  commission  of  diplomatic,  economic, 
and  military  experts  to  formulate  and  effectuate  plans  of  immediate 
action  designed  to  save  the  surviving  Jewish  people  of  Furope  from  ex¬ 
tinction  at  the  hands  of  Nazi  Germany.** 

C.O.  A^m3!l?Z^TT  RFJECTFD  BY  C0T-1FT3RFNCB  COfmiTTFS 

The  amendment  to  the  Deficiency  Appropriations  bill  to  repeal  the  prohibition 
on  the  training  and  sending  abroad  of  IV-E  men  for  relief  purposes,  when  such 
instruction  or  relief  service  is  paid  for  by  religious  or  philanthropic  agen¬ 
cies,  and  which  passed  the  Senate  on  December  S,  was  rejected  by  the  House- 
Senate  Conference  Coirjnittee  on  Wednesday,  December  15.  This  action  eliminated 
this  amendment  from  the  bill  and  prevented  action  by  the  House  when  they  con¬ 
sidered  the  Deficiency  Appropriations  bill  December  I6.  There  was  strong 
opposition  to  the  measure  on  the  part  of  certain  members  of  both  Senate  and 
House  Committee.  Several  people  came  to  Washington  to  interview  Senators  and 
Congressmen.  As  many  conferees  were  seen  as  possible,  not  only  by  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  but  also  by  Congressman  Walter  Judd,  who  had  spent  ten 
years  in  medical  service  in  China. 

The  Conference  report  was  signed  by  Congressmen  Clarence  Cannon  of  Missouri, 
C,  A.  Woodrum  of  Virginia,  Louis  Ludlow  of  Indiana,  J.  Buell  Snyder  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Eimiet  O'Neal  of  Kentucky,  Louis  C.  Rabaut  of  Michigan,  Jed  Johnson 
of  Oklahoma,  John  Taber  of  New  York,  J.  Edgar  Chenoweth  of  Colorado,  W.  P, 
Lambertson  of  Kansas,  and  D.  Lane  Powers  of  New  Jersey.  Senators  who  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  Conference  action  and  signed  the  report  were  Kenneth  McKellar 
of  Tennessee,  Carl  Hayden  of  Arizona,  Richard  B.  Russell  of  Georgia,  Gerald 
P.  Nye  of  North  Dakota,  and  Rufus  C.  Holman  of  Oregon. 

There  were  9^  amendments  to  the  bill  and  this  particular  one  was  numbered  7I. 
It  is  practically  impossible,  because  of  the  parliamentary  rules  of  the  House, 
to  amend  a  Conference  report  once  it  has  been  issued  and  no  opportunity  for 
more  than  a  one-minute  speech,  which  is  not  enou^  time  to  introduce  and  pre¬ 
sent  a  very  controversial  amendment.  While  it  is  a  keen  disappointment  that 
this  amendment  failed  to  pass,  it  does  indicate  very  realistically  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  getting  any  legislation  throu^  Congress  increasing  the  opportun¬ 
ity  for  more  adequate  service  on  the  uart  of  conscientious  objectors  at  home 
and  abroad.  This  effort  was  designed  primarily  to  clear  the  way  to  send  JO 
men  for  ambulance  service  in  China  requested  by  the  Chinese  Surgeon  General 
for  the  Friends  Ambulance  Unit.  We  trust  that  the  work  done  on  this  bill 
will  help  materially  in  preventing  an  extension  of  the  rider  beyond  June  30, 

1944. 
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EARLY  DEBATE  ON  POLL  TAX  EXPECTED 

With  tnibsldies,  the  seldier  vote,  taxation  and  other  meaenres  held  over  for 
final  action  after  the  Christmas  recess,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  how  soon 
the  Senate  will  take  up  what  promises  to  he  another  very  controversial  de¬ 
bate  —  removal  of  the  poll  tax  requirement  for  voting  in  eight  Southern 
states.  Some  of  the  issues  involved  were  summarized  in  the  previous  Washing¬ 
ton  Letter.  However,  it  is  now  predicted  that  H.R.y  to  outlaw  the  poll  tax, 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  May  25 1  i9^3t  a  vote  of  265  to 
110,  may  be  called  up  for  debate  beginning  January  15 .  Proponents  of  this 
legislation  are  now  trying  to  get  enough  Senate  votes  for  cloture  if  neces¬ 
sary  in  case  another  filibuster  threatens  to  prevent  a  vote.  The  National 
Committee  to  Abolish  the  Poll  Tax,  10  Independence  Avenue  S.W.,  Washington  4, 
D.C.,  is  leading  an  active  campaign  for  the  abolition  of  the  poll  tax. 

SENATOR  AUSTIN  DECLARES  NATIONAL  WAR  SERVICE  LECISLATION  NECESSARY 

On  Christmas  Day,  Senator  Warren  R.  Austin  of  Vermont,  co-sponsor  of  the 
Austin-Wadsworth  Bill  (S.  bbb,  H.R.  1742  introduced  on  Pebruary  8,  1943)  de¬ 
clared  that  a  new  secret  survey  of  the  country's  manpower  situation  showed 
"the  time  for  a  national  service  act  is  imminent"  ,  according  to  a  United 
Press  dispatch  to  the  New  York  Times.  Senator  Austin  says  he  will  nress  for 
enactment  of  his  bill  soon  after  Congress  reconvenes. 

The  Austin-Wadsworth  Bill  provides  for  the  liability  of  ell  men  from  18  to 
65  and  all  women  from  18  to  50  for  personal  service  to  the  war  effort  in  a 
non-combatant  capacity,  according  to  his  or  her  abilities.  Exempted  Would 
be  people  in  the  armed  services,  any  officer  or  employee  of  any  State  or  po¬ 
litical  subdivision  and  any  woman  who  has  living  with  her  and  under  her  care 
either  a  child  or  children  under  18  years  of  age,  or  one  or  more  nersons  whs^ 
on  account  of  illness  or  advanced  age,  need  her  personal  care.  Administra¬ 
tion  would  be  vested  in  the  Chairman  of  the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the 
President.  The  President  can  call  for  volunteers  first  if  he  desires.  The 
bill  provides  for  penalties  of  not  more  than  a  $1000  fine,  or  six  months  im¬ 
prisonment,  or  both. 

There  are  no  provisions  for  recognition  of  conscience  as  yet  incorporated  in 
the  bill.  On  December  1,  1942,  B.  Raymond  Wilson  appeared  before  the  Sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  which  was  consider¬ 
ing  conscription  of  labor.  He  urged  that  in  case  national  service  legisla¬ 
tion  were  enacted  it  should  contain  some  such  provision  as  follows: 

Provided  that:  Persons,  who  on  grounds  of  conscience  are  onnosed  to 
participation  in  war  or  censcrintion  for  war  service,  shall  be  listed 
on  a  register  of  conscientious  ob.lectors  and  shall  not  be  required  to 
perform  work  or  service  to  which  they  are  conscientiously  opposed. 

On  November  7.  1943  the  Management-Labor  Policy  Committee  of  the  War  Manpower 
Ceinnission  unanimously  re-affirmed  their  determined  opposition  to  conscrip¬ 
tion  of  labor.  Labor  claims  that  free  labor  will  out-produce  conscript  labor 
any  time,  management  is  afraid  of  the  implications  of  government  control  of 
hiring  and  firing  and  labor  supply,  and  some  government  officials  are  opposed 
in  principle  to  conscripting  men  and  women  to  work  for  private  employers  who 
make  private  profits.  It  is  doubtful  if  such  legislation  could  be  passed 
without  strong  administration  pressure,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  will  be  ad¬ 
vocated  by  some  as  an  answer  to  the  problem  of  strikes. 

\!L 
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Mildred  Scott  Olmsted  is  the  director  of  the  Committee  to  Oppose  the  Conscrip¬ 
tion  of  Women,  1924  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  which  is  one  of  the 
organizations  actively  opposing  such  legislation  as  that  proposed  hy  Senator 
Austin. 

IJNRRA  ASKS  POR  RRLIKF  AND  REHABILITATION  FtTNDS 

Hearings  will  soon  he  resumed  before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  re¬ 
garding  the  organization,  procedure  and  finances  for  the  United  Nations  Relief 
and  Rehabilitation  Administration.  It  was  proposed  that  each  of  the  44  na¬ 
tions  represented  at  the  recent  conference  in  Atlantic  City  contribute  one 
per  cent  of  its  national  income.  The  amount  asked  for  in  the  request  for 
authorization  of  funds  from  the  United  States  is  $1,350,000,000  for  the  next 
two  years,  or  less  than  we  are  spending  every  five  days  on  the  war.  In  view 
of  some  expressed  opposition  to  this  appropriation,  citizens  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  encourage  Congress  to  assume  full  financial  share  in  the  tremendous 
task  of  alleviating  some  of  the  tragic  effects  of  persecution  and  war,  includ¬ 
ing  food,  medical  supplies,  clothing,  resettlement  and  rehabilitation. 

The  International  Labor  Office  recently  published  a  lyi-page  study  by  Eugene 
M.  Kulisher  entitled,  "The  Displacement  of  Population  in  Europe"  ($1.00^  in 
which  the  author  estimates  that  "more  than  thirty  million  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  continent  of  Europe  have  been  transplanted  or  tom  from  their  homes 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war."  If  prisoners  from  the  Axis,  evacuation  from 
bombed  cities  and  other  movements  "could  be  taken  into  account  ,  the  result 
would  certainly  be  a  grand  total  of  over  forty  million."  This  is  only  one  of 
the  many  problems  which  will  tax  the  combined  resources  of  governmental  and 
private  agencies  in  the  next  few  years  ,  in  which  UNRRA  should  take  a  major 
responsibility. 


THE  FRIEin3S  COMIflTTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

The  Cemmittee  seeks  by  personal  contacts  and  persuasion  with  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  Government  officials  "to  win  the  assent  of  reasonable  minds  and 
enlist  sympathies  with  the  objectives  sought.  It  does  not  intend  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  lobby  operating  on  the  basis  of  political  pressure." 

One  of  the  projected  services  is  to  review  progress  on  legislative  questions 
of  primary  concern  to  religious  groups  and  issue  a  letter  at  least  once  a 
month  when  Congress  is  in  session.  '^ince  for  the  most  part  this  Washington 
Letter  goes  to  only  one  or  two  individuals  in  a  local  meeting,  congregation, 
or  other  group  it  is  hoped  that  this  information  will  be  regularly  shared. 
No  subscription  price  has  been  set  but  a  number  of  neople  have  sent  contri¬ 
butions  of  at  least  one  dollar  to  receive  the  Washington  Letjter  regularly. 

"I  have  not  heard  how  the  Committee  on  National  Legislation  is  being  financed 
but  I  hope  a  contribution  which  is  enclosed  will  be  in  order",  writes  a  friend 
in  California.  The  modest  budget  of  $15,000  for  postage,  printing,  telephone 
and  telegraph,  light,  heat,  supplies,  salaries  and  travel  is  provided  mainly 
by  contributions  from  interested  individuals  with  a  few  appropriations  from 
yearly  meetings  or  local  meetings  of  Friends.  Griffith  G,  Levering,  12  South 
12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  treasurer. 


prepared  by  ■ 

E.  Raymond  Wilson 


